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On behalf of MSD Animal Health, I would like to welcome you to our 'One Health & Sustainability conference'. There 
are a number of challenges facing the agricultural industry in Ireland including recent EU legislation and also 
national and EU commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). The new EU regulations will restrict the 
use of antibiotics on farms,  therefore our industry will need to focus on disease prevention as opposed to 
treatment. We can reduce the incidence of disease through better management, better hygiene, and biosecurity, 
but if we really want to reduce antibiotic use, the diseases where most antibiotics are used are diarrhoea and 
respiratory diseases, so vaccinating against these diseases is key.  

There is no denying that the Irish agricultural industry is contributing to our overall GHGs, and we will have to play 
our part in reducing them. However, carbon sequestration in soil, grassland and hedges is currently not recognised 
when calculating GHGs. We can reduce our carbon footprint by reducing GHGs, carbon sequestration and also 
producing more using less resources. It is known that certain diseases like respiratory disease, diarrhoea, IBR and 
Salmonella will result in higher GHG emissions in sick animals versus healthy animals. Preventing disease with 
vaccination, not only improves productivity, but also helps to reduce GHG. The mission of MSD Animal Health is the 
science of healthier animals. Our main focus is trying to prevent disease and for that reason we have a long history 
of developing vaccines to prevent diseases in all species. 

Some recent acquisitions have complemented the company’s work in driving innovation in animal health solutions. 
In 2019, MSD Animal Health acquired Antelliq (now known as MSD Animal Health Intelligence). This acquisition lead 
to MSD Animal Health acquiring SenseHub monitoring technology. This technology is used to monitor cows heat 
and health status 24/7 detecting when a cow is in heat and sick cows 12-24 hours before you will see the signs 
clinically. The system provides farmers with data driven insights on the reproductive, health, nutritional and well-
being status of individual cows and groups, ensuring more efficient farm management as a result. In another recent 
acquisition earlier this year we acquire the assets of LIC Automation – a leader in automation and technology for the 
dairy industry, which facilitates integrated herd management systems and milk monitors. The monitors can 
accurately measure milk yield, butterfat, protein and somatic cell counts for individual cows at milking time and will 
be available in Ireland from Q4 2022 onwards.  

MSD Animal Health are actively developing data driven solutions for both vets and farmers to capture insights from 
monitoring data available from our monitoring technology to help improve the health and welfare of animals, in 
turn increasing farm performance and profitability. It is these data driven solutions along with our animal health 
products that we believe can play a key role in meeting industry challenges including improving productivity, 
reducing antibiotic use and our impact on the environment. 

Fergal Morris 
General Manager 
MSD Animal Health 

Welcome
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Agenda 
10.45                      Arrival - Tea and Coffee 

11.20                      Opening address - Fergal Morris 

11.30                     SESSION 1: ONE CLIMATE - Reducing carbon footprint while feeding the world 

                                Present:          John Gilliland and Jonathan Statham 

                                Chair:              John Heslin 

                                Panel:              David Graham, John Gilliland, Laurence Shalloo, Jonathan Statham 

12.30 – 13.30        Lunch 

13.30                     SESSION 2: ONE FUTURE - Science and technology in sustainable livestock 
production systems 

                                Present:          Fergal Morris and William Minchin 

                                VetConsult:    Donal Lynch and Michelle Crowley 

                                Chair:              Michelle Crowley 

                                Panel:              Donal Lynch, Ronan Loftus, William Minchin, Doreen Corridan 

14.45                     SESSION 3: ONE GLOBE - Global events in 2022 

                                Present:           David McWilliams and Justin McCarthy 

15.30                      Tea & Coffee 

15.45                     SESSION 4: ONE HEALTH - EU legislation and societal demand for change 

                                Panel Discussion 

                                Chair:              Sarah Campbell   

                                Panel:              Caroline Garvan, Conor Geraghty, Paddy Wall, Conor Sheehy 

16.45                      Closing - Jack O'Connor  

17.00                      Ends 



Prof. John Gilliland 

Director of Global Agriculture and Sustainability at Devenish 
John Gilliland, is Director of Global Agriculture and Sustainability at Devenish, an innovative livestock nutrition 
company which creates complete solutions, improving animal, human and environmental health, simultaneously. 
He has recently been appointed Professor of Practice by Queens University Belfast for Agriculture and 
Sustainability. John Gilliland is highly respected and recognised as an excellent leader and communicator across 
the breadth of the Agri Food and Sustainable Land Management Sectors. He has been an award-winning farmer 
in Ireland, President of the Ulster Farmers Union; a Non Executive Director of SRUC, and an Energy Regulator in 
N. Ireland; while at the same time, he has been a policy adviser for Devolved, National and European 
Governments on Biotechnology, Climate Change and Sustainability.

Dr. Jonathan Statham 

Chair of the Animal Health and Welfare Board of England (AHWBE) 
Jonathan has been a Non-Executive Director on the AHWBE since 2017. He is a qualified veterinarian and 
partner at the Bishopton Veterinary Group in Yorkshire and has years of experience of working with the farming 
industry. He is also Chief Executive Officer at RAFT Solutions Ltd and a Professor of Sustainable Livestock Health 
& Welfare at Harper and Keele Veterinary School. Previously, Jonathan has been President of the British Cattle 
Veterinary Association and Yorkshire Veterinary Society. He has served on various representative and industry 
groups, including the GB Cattle Health and Welfare Group and Veterinary Policy Group of the British Veterinary 
Association. 

Dr. Laurence Shalloo 

Head of the Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation programme  

Dr. David Graham 

Chief Executive Officer of Animal Health Ireland 

Session 1: One Climate - Reducing carbon  
footprint while feeding the world

PANELISTS

Dr. Jonathan Statham 

Chair of the Animal Health and Welfare Board of England (AHWBE)

John Heslin (Chair) 

Market Access and Marketing Manager, MSD Animal Health Intelligence 



NOTES



Fergal Morris 

General Manager, MSD Animal Health 
Fergal has been General Manager of MSD Animal Health in Ireland since 2017. Fergal started his career as a 
veterinary practitioner in 1995 working initially in Wales, England and Offaly. Fergal joined MSD Animal Health in 
the UK in 1998 and moved to the company’s Irish business in 2001 when he was appointed head of ruminants in 
2008. 

William Minchin 

Ruminant Business Unit Director, MSD Animal Health  
William Minchin joined MSD Animal Health in 2014 as Marketing Manager for the ruminant biopharma business. 
In 2018 he moved into the role as Ruminant Business Unit Director. From a beef farm in Co Carlow, William 
graduated from University College Dublin in 2005 with a degree in agricultural science. After completing a PhD 
in animal science at Teagasc Moorepark in 2008 he then spent two years as a research scientist at the Grange, 
working on beef production systems. 

Donal Lynch 

Veterinary Surgeon at  
Slieve Bloom Veterinary 

Dr. Ronan Loftus 

Co. founder and Executive Director of IdentiGEN Ltd., now MSD Animal Health Intelligence 

Session 2: One Future - Science and technology in 
sustainable livestock production systems 

PANELISTS

Dr. Doreen Corridan 

Chief Executive Officer of Munster Bovine 

William Minchin 

Ruminant Business Unit Director,  
MSD Animal Health 

Donal Lynch 

Veterinary Surgeon at Slieve Bloom Veterinary 

Michelle Crowley (Panel chair) 

Sales and Key Account Manager, MSD Animal Health Intelligence  

VET CONSULT
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David McWilliams 

Economist 
David McWilliams is an economist, author, journalist, documentary-maker and broadcaster. He is Adjunct 
Professor of Global Economics at the School of Business, Trinity College Dublin and is ranked 10th most 
influential economist in the world. 

David has devoted his entire professional life to the objective of making economics as widely available and 
easily understandable on as many platforms and to as many people as possible. He co-founded the world’s 
only economics and stand-up comedy festival Kilkenomics and also founded Ireland’s leading literary and 
ideas shindig, the Dalkey Book Festival. David has written four bestsellers and one of these, The Pope’s 
Children, is the best selling nonfiction ever published in Ireland.  

He was an economist in the International Relations Department of the Irish Central Bank; Chief European 
Economist at UBS, Europe’s largest bank; and Head of Emerging Markets Research at Banque Nationale de 
Paris. 

Justin McCarthy 

Chief Executive Officer of the Irish Farmers Journal 
Justin McCarthy became CEO of the Irish Farmers Journal in January 2014, having been appointed Editor 
of the paper in March 2013. Previously, Justin had held the position of Livestock Editor with the Irish 
Farmers Journal since August 2005. Having graduated with a Hons Degree in Agricultural Science in 2000, 
he spent almost two years working with Anglo Beef Processors (ABP) in Shrewsbury learning all aspects of 
the red meat processing sector.  

In 2004 he was awarded a Nuffield Farming Scholarship and travelled throughout Europe and New Zealand 
researching Profitable Beef Production from the Suckler Herd. On completion of his Scholarship he took up 
the role as Beef Specialist with Teagasc. During his time, he coordinated the Teagasc/Dawn Meats 
Partnership in the West of Ireland. Since joining the Irish Farmers Journal, Justin has travelled extensively 
throughout Europe, New Zealand and South America. His reports on Brazilian beef production have been 
well documented both in Ireland and across the EU political arena. In 2008 his articles claimed both 
national in international awards. Justin still plays an active role in the management of the family suckler beef 
farm in Co Down.

Session 3: One Globe - Global events in 2022
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Sarah Campbell (Chair) 

Companion Animal Marketing Manager, MSD Animal Health 
Ms. Sarah Campbell hails from County Armagh in Northern Ireland and graduated with a degree in Veterinary 
Medicine from University College Dublin in 2010. Subsequently, Sarah acquired more than six years of 
experience in general practice in Ireland and the U.K. with her most recent position in County Wexford. Sarah 
joined MSD Animal Health in September 2016, as a companion animal technical advisor, before transitioning to 
her recent role as ruminant veterinary manager, initially for the northern and more recently for the midlands 
region. Sarah joined the MSD Animal Health companion animal business unit as marketing manager in April 
2022. 

Caroline Garvan 

Superintending Veterinary Inspector, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Caroline graduated with a degree in veterinary medicine from UCD in 1993.She spent 4 years in large 
animal practice in the UK and Ireland, followed by 8 years in companion animal practice. She completed a 
post graduate certificate in food safety in  UCD in 2005 and an MPhil in the area of food safety and 
environmental health in TUD in 2005. In 2007 Caroline joined the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine as a veterinary inspector in the medicines division. She now works as a superintending veterinary 
inspector in the Antimicrobial resistance section. Caroline is responsible for the delivery of Ireland’s second 
One Health national action to address Antimicrobial resistance in relation to the animal, plant health and 
environment sectors, iNAP2.She also oversees the delivery of the national action plan to address 
antiparasitic resistance. 

Session 4: One Health - EU legislation and societal 
demand for change

Conor Sheehy 

Associate Director Poultry Business Unit, MSD Animal Health 
Conor joined MSD in January 2022 having spent the previous 7 years working as a poultry veterinarian with St 
Davids Poultry Team. The practice consulted for 3 of the 4 major chicken processors. Conor helped in producing 
the Irish Code of Good Practice for responsible antimicrobial use on poultry farms. Before joining St Davids, 
Conor worked in mixed practice in Limerick. Conor also completed a Masters of Science in Applied Poultry 
Production at Glasgow University and he recently completed a certificate in Data Analytics. He has created a 
number of apps that are used by poultry vets, farmers and integrators.

Conor Geraghty 

Veterinary Surgeon, FarmGate Veterinary Group 
Graduated from UCD veterinary college in 1999. From a farm in Fohenagh, Conor returned home in 2000 
and purchased Joe Connolly’s veterinary practice. Since that time developed the practice and amalgamated 
with Gerry Neary in 2012. Conor runs FarmGate Veterinary Group with a dedicated team of six farm animal 
and equine vets supported by six administration and accounts staff.

Prof. Paddy Wall 
Professor of Public Health in University College Dublin 
Dr Patrick Wall is Professor of Public Health in University College Dublin, and a member  of the UCD Institute 
for Food and Health. His research areas include food safety, nutrition and managing lifestyle related disease 
through behavioral change. He was the Principal Investigator on Foodrisc, a pan EU project looking at 
optimum strategies for risk and benefit communication, using both conventional and new media. He is  one 
of the directors of University College Dublin’s Masters in Public Health and of the UCD Masters in Food 
Safety and Risk Assessment. He is also one of the directors of the Joint Masters in Public Health being 
undertaken in UCD’s Branch Campus in Malaysia, where he is also involved in their “One Health” Program. 
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Speaker presentations will be sent out to all those who  
registered after the conference. 

‘Tweet of the Day’ will be announced this afternoon.
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F O L L O W  U S  O N :

#TimeToVaccinate


